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The Homewood-Flossmoor Chronicle, founded in
2014, delivers news every day that readers can’t
get anywhere else: stories about interesting people,
village government, schools, businesses, parks,
libraries, and upcoming events.
Our readers are enthusiastic about what the Chronicle
means for the community. That enthusiasm can be an
asset for your business if you take advantage of print
and online advertising in the Chronicle.
The highly educated, affluent residents of Homewood
and Flossmoor get daily access to the latest news
through online postings to hfchronicle.com.
In addition, the H-F Chronicle reaches the 10,000
homes in these two communities and beyond through
a monthly print newspaper delivered by mail free of
charge to residents, and distributed at local businesses
and public libraries.
We believe the H-F Chronicle is a unique publication
for a unique community. Our readers want to be
informed and stay engaged with their neighbors and
local businesses.
Statistics show the H-F Chronicle’s website
receives high traffic from not only the HomewoodFlossmoor area but also many surrounding suburban
communities. In 2019, the website averaged 71,294
monthly pageviews. In the first eight months of 2020,
the average increased to 78,213 monthly Chronicle
pageviews.

Every advertiser has a unique message and we do our
best to present that to our readers. Advertising design
and full-color production are included in the cost of
your ad.
We offer three static advertising positions on the
website — one top banner spot and two sidebar
spots — and a new ad format that slides into view as
readers scroll down the page. The slider is especially
effective at grabbing attention. In addition, the H-F
Chronicle offers a video product on the website in
various lengths and formats.
The Chronicle’s online advertisements are priced at
30-day runs. To coincide with your needs, ads can be
started at any time during the month with the price
prorated for shorter or longer runs.
We also provide advertisers with monthly ad
reporting, including impressions, unique impressions
and the Click Through Rate or CTR so you can
see how effective each ad is in reaching potential
customers.
Please don’t hesitate to call me. I’m available to
answer your questions or visit you in person at a
scheduled appointment. You can reach me by email
at lmcampbell@hfchronicle.com or by phone at
708-548-2065.
Thank you,
Lisa Campbell,
H-F Chronicle advertising consultant
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PRINT

SPONSORED CONTENT

Offerings

INSERTS

ONLINE

VIDEO

EMAIL

Reach the educated, affluent, engaged people
of Homewood and Flossmoor with your message!
• Print ads and inserts reach 10,000+ readers in H-F.
• Web ads are seen by thousands of readers. There are 75,000+ unique page views
per month at hfchronicle.com.
• Email ads reach more than 1,350 subscribers every morning.
• The Chronicle has more than 5,500 Facebook followers who help bring traffic to
hfchronicle.com.
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To order, email advertising@hfchronicle.com
or call Lisa Campbell at 708-548-2065
2022-2023 rates

Newspaper
1 month
Volume 7, Number 7

NEWS YOU CAN’T GET ANYWHERE ELSE

July 1, 2022

New pipes. Same water.

Eric Crump/H-F Chronicle

Sections of 30-inch pipe are stacked in Izaak Walton Nature Preserve in March 2021 before being installed. Homewood’s new water line, which also serves Flossmoor, was laid through
the preserve along the route of an old rail line. See story on pages 16-17.

Full page
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth page
Front page, top
Front page, bottom

$935
$475
$240
$115
$150
$250

6 months (15%)

12 months (25%)

$794.75/month
$403.75/month
$204/month
$97.75/month
$127.50/month
$212.50/month

$701.25/month
$356.25/month
$180/month
$86.25/month
$112.50/month
$187.50/month

Daily email
		
1 day
Image + 20 words		

$25		

Website
Banner
Featured spot
Affordable spot

1 month

6 months (15%)

12 months (25%)

$240
$210
$120

$204/month
$178.50/month
$102/month

$180/month
$157.50/month
$90/month

(Prorated for longer or shorter runs)

Video
1 month
Side rectangle

$300

6 months (15%)

12 months (25%)

$255/month

$225/month

Insert
		
per edition
10,000 copies		
	

$550

for details email
advertising@hfchronicle.com
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2022-2023 Print Deadlines:
EDITION

ORDER BY

Dec. 1, 2022:
Jan. 1 2023:
Feb. 1 2023:
March 1 2023:
April 1 2023:

ART DUE

Nov. 11
Dec. 9
Jan. 13
Feb. 10
March 10

EDITION

ORDER BY

May 1 2023:
June 1, 2023:
July 1 2023:
Aug. 1 2023:
Sept. 1 2023:

Nov. 18
Dec. 16
Jan. 20
Feb. 17
March 17

April 7
May 12
June 9
July 7
Aug. 11

ART DUE

April 14
May 19
June 16
July 14
Aug. 18

Tips for DIY design
PRINT

WEB

Use CMYK color mode, not RGB.
Save art in high resolution, usually at least 300 dpi.
Avoid fine print, which is often difficult to read in print.
Especially avoid rich black text; use 100 percent black for text.
Make sure there is good contrast between text and background.

Use RGB color mode, not CMYK.
Use lower resolution, usually 72 dpi or so.
Use good contrast.
Use few words; aim for a very concise, memorable message.
Provide a web address so the ad can link to more information.

Web ad dimensions

Banner


Home

Local News

My Account 

728 pixels
wide

90 pixels
high

Contact Us 

Recent News

video

Advertise in the Chronicle

9.1.22 | What You Need to Know
Today
Food drive set for Sept. 10 in
Homewood

Advertising works!
Tom Brabec advertises in the
Chronicle for a reason.

Back to School event
ushers in new year

PSC President selected for Aspen
New Presidents Fellowship
SSC seeks volunteers for adult
literacy tutoring program

(Same dimensions as sidebar ads)

Featured spot

LOCAL NEWS

Hartford building su ers damage
from storm Monday

300 pixels
wide

209.83
views per
day
Homewood
residences
and

Latest News

9.1.22 | What You Need to Know Today
HFHS BACK TO SCHOOL – H-F High School hosts Back to School Night, an event where families can visit their students’ classes
and teachers, and learn about the upcoming year. Meet in the South Gym at 6:30 p.m. for a brief welcome presentation by
administrators. Shuttle buses will be available [Read More…]

250 pixels
high

Trending news

August 31, 2022 — by Carole Sharwarko — Edit

Fall events
Saturday, Sept. 10

Food drive set for Sept. 10 in Homewood
The parish of St. Joseph, St. Anne and St. Emeric is hosting a food donation drive on Saturday, Sept. 10, for the “Neighbors in
Need” program sponsored by Catholic Charities. Donations of food will be accepted from 9 to 11 a.m. in the church’s north
parking lot at 17951 Dixie [Read More…]
August 31, 2022 — by Provided News — Edit

Back to School event ushers in new
year

Hidden Gem Half Marathon. Flossmoor’s
Future brings back the Big Race. Start
time is 7:30 a.m. The race winds
throughout the village, but Flossmoor
Road is considered the best for
spectating.
Flossmoor Fest. Following the Gem,
Flossmoor holds its annual fall festival
downtown. Music. Food. Activities. 1 to
8:30 p.m.

sidebar

(Same dimensions work for email ads)

Affordable spot

Students, parents and community members gathered for a fun afternoon
Saturday, Aug. 27, on the grounds of James Hart School for the District
153 Back to School event. Kids got to play games on the 3eld behind the
school. The James Hart School orchestra played several selections, there
was a [Read More…]
August 31, 2022 — by Chronicle staff — Edit
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Print ad dimensions
hfchronicle.com

Homewood-Flossmoor Chronicle | September 1, 2020 | Page 5

10 inches
high

Full page

9 inches wide

hfchronicle.com

4.44 inches
wide

Homewood-Flossmoor Chronicle | March 1, 2021 | Page 7

Flossmoor reviews plans
for flooding mitigation

will have the final say on whether the
referendum passes.
“It will be up to the community if we
want to pay for these improvements,”
Braun said. “If the community doesn’t

that now. People aren’t answering
their doors.”
If the referendum is successful,
Public Works Director John Brunke said it will probably take at least
three years to repair streets in the
village. During the 2017 study, all
of Flossmoor’s streets were rated between 10 (“excellent condition”) and
1 (“failed”). Repairs would be scheduled first at the worst streets with
much of the work expected at streets
rated fair or poor. The overall goal,
Brunke said, is that all village-owned
streets have a rating of 8 or better.
Brunke was asked about the likelihood that Flossmoor will get grant
money that can be used for Flossmoor Road viaduct repairs and related anti-flooding measures.
He said that a grant from the Army
Corps of Engineers, probably between $1 million and $1.5 million,
is looking very promising and that
Flossmoor could receive word in a
few weeks if it’s been awarded to the
village. With the grant, some construction work at the viaduct may be
possible next summer.
Flossmoor has also applied for
grants from FEMA, Rebuild Illinois
DCEO and for “green grants” from
the Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District and the Illinois EPA. Money
from those grants would also go toward anti-flooding measures.

4.75 inches
high

9.8 inches
high

Chronicle file photo

Summer 2019 view of the pavement at the intersection of Maryland and Lawrence in Flossmoor.

want this we will all continue to do
the best we can.”
Village board members did not
take a vote on the referendum question but agreed on the first option
and the $10 million figure. Municipal staff, including Village Attorney
Kathleen Field Orr, prepared the referendum question. Wachtel said it
needed to be submitted to the Cook
County Clerk’s office by Aug. 17 so
that it can be included on the November ballot.
There was also general agreement
that a robust educational campaign
is needed to inform residents about
why passage of the referendum is
important. Board members are not
permitted to actively campaign on
behalf of the referendum but are
allowed to put educational efforts
about bond issues before residents.
As part of educational campaigns
for past referendum issues, board
members have gotten the word out
by going door-to-door in Flossmoor
neighborhoods. That last happened
in 2012 when a $6 million bond issue
for replacement of water mains was
on the ballot.
Trustee Diane Williams said a new
educational strategy might be needed this year because of the COVID-19
pandemic.
“In the past we’ve knocked on
doors,” Williams said. “We can’t do

9 inches wide

hfchronicle.com

9 inches
wide

4.44 inches
wide
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Forensics is a pretty heavy topic for
kids ages 8 to 15, so Barksdale had to
bring it down to a child’s level – with
English translations. But she believes

When her parents, Dawn and Darryl
Barksdale, came to Connecticut to pick
her up from camp, “I told them that’s
where I’m going to school, and I did go
to college there,” she said. Her degree
is in forensic science with a minor in
chemistry.
The summer of 2017, her senior college year, she was accepted as an EXPLO camp instructor in anatomy and
physiology, and in 2018 as an instructor for forensic science.
“I got to meet so many students from
all over the world. It was a really great
experience,” Barksdale said. And, it
was her roommate at camp who encouraged her to apply for a position
with the WOW camp in China.
Her next step is a graduate degree in
crime science from Cedar Crest College in Pennsylvania. Barksdale said
the program will offer her a generalist
degree.
“It’s science, but not just what’s in
the lab,” she said. “It’s how to give
court testimony, how to present yourself, what results mean when DNA is
tested. It teaches you a whole overview
so you’re exceptional in all areas.”
While she’s home, she’s taken a few
chemistry classes at Governors State
University to add to her transcript.

2.3 inches

Provided photo

Dominique Barksdale of Flossmoor, right, with one
of her students in the WOW camp in China. She
taught sessions for six weeks in 2019.

the camp wasn’t necessarily meant for
100 percent knowledge as it was more
about discovery and emersion into
something new.
“It doesn’t have to be about ‘Oh,
we’re talking about dead bodies and
there’s blood everywhere.’ It’s group
based; you aren’t just focusing on these
heavy terms but team building and
how we can use our strengths to investigate this crime scene,” she said. Within the group, there would be “someone
who can sketch the scene, someone
who’s going to write down notes and
someone who’s going to photograph
and record.”
The 24-year-old said she’s already
formulating an agenda for her WOW
camp in 2021, assuming the pandemic
will be managed by then.
For now, she’s focusing closer to
home and is in consultation with the
Homewood Science Center about organizing a hands-on program.
Barksdale herself became interested in forensics at the EXPLO Summer
Camp hosted by Yale University. She
attended the camp her sophomore and
junior years in high school. At the close
of camp, she won a book by the renown
forensic scientist Dr. Henry Lee, a professor at the University of New Haven.

4.75 inches
high

By Marilyn Thomas
mthommas@hfchronicle.com

hfchronicle.com

Phillies win Bronco League championship; Brynn Williams gets Rowe award
Bill Jones
bjones@hfchronicle.com

Bill Jones/H-F Chronicle

Bryce Gilmore throws a pitch Wednesday, July 14,
during Flossmoor Baseball’s Bronco championship game.

Bill Jones/H-F Chronicle

After winning the Jarrett Rowe Memorial Award, Brynn Williams thanks Hopeton Rowe, Jarrett’s father.

Just before the game, pitcher Williams was surprised with a trophy recognizing her as the first female winner
of the Jarrett Rowe Memorial Award,
named for a local youth who died in
2010 at just 17 years old. The award in
his name recognizes sportsmanship,
dedication, teamwork, spirit and ability.
“All of those things Jarrett had in
abundance—amazing baseball player
but a more amazing kid,” said Rick Lukasik, who led the presentation.
“He was a great kid,” added Chuck
Michaels, who helped in presenting
the award. “He was one of the best.”
Lukasik said Flossmoor Baseball
knew after Jarrett’s death that the orga-

nization had to create something to remember him. The award was the most
logical choice, he explained.
“It’s gone over pretty big here in
Flossmoor Baseball,” he said. “It’s a
great tradition, and I think the kids really enjoy it.”
Jarrett’s father, Hopeton, greeted the
winner. He said seeing his son’s name
on the award means a lot to him every
single year they do this.
“You have no idea,” Rowe said. “It’s
an emotional moment every time I’m
here.”
Williams said she was “honored” to
get the award.
“I’m just very happy I won it,” she
said.

2.3 inches
high

The Phillies are the 2021 Flossmoor
Baseball Bronco League champions.
They bested the Yankees 11-10
Wednesday, July 14, in a back-andforth game that lived up to the hype of
the festivities surrounding it.
Things were all knotted up at 6-6,
and then again at 10-10 in the sixth following a homer by the Yankees’ David
Hill. But the Phillies scored a run to
take the lead in the top of the seventh
and were able to hang on in the bottom
of the inning, stranding a Yankee runner to win the crown.
Bryce Gilmore of the Yankees also sent
one over the fence during the game. And
Brynn Williams pitched to close out the
sixth inning as well as in the seventh to
earn the win for the Phillies.
Bronco League Commissioner James
Cheung said the evening was a great
end to an “unconventional year” for
the fifth- and sixth-graders following
last year’s COVID-19 pandemic-related cancellation.
“We didn’t know what our numbers
would look like coming back,” Cheung
said. “We were thinking we would be
lucky to get two teams. We got four
teams, great kids.
“We’re ending on a real high note
here on a beautiful night. Everybody’s
getting out, having fun, playing good
baseball.”
Earlier in the evening, the Giants beat
the Cubs 13-7 to claim third place. Between the games, Curtis Jones, of Flossmoor, otherwise known by stage name
Green Velvet, threw out the first pitch
for the championship. That honor was
his first, but he said it came easy and he
was happy to be part of the festivities.
“It is awesome,” he said. “The weather’s great; the sun is shining; the people
are happy; I smell popcorn. It’s awesome.”

Her mother, Shannon, noted Brynn
has been in the league since she was
5 years old, often playing the role
of “mother hen” in a dugout that is
mostly male. She was proud to see her
daughter win the award before the
championship.
“She just loves the sport, and she goes
out and gives it her all,” Shannon said.
Mayor Michelle Nelson, who was
out July 14 for the festivities, said she
thinks Flossmoor Baseball is special because it is an organization run by volunteers who are dedicated parents.
“When you have parents run it, it
takes things to a new level,” she said.
“It’s really special.”
She added that after the past 18
months, it was nice to see the season
end in a big way.
“I think we’ve made up for a lot of
lost time,” Nelson said.
Cheung added he is thankful to all
of Flossmoor Baseball sponsors who
stuck with the group through hard
times.
“This is an important part of the community to have this up and running,”
he said. “It’s all volunteer-driven, but
we rely heavily on our community
partners. We rely on them, and they
rely on us to make it all a community.”
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NEWS YOU CAN’T GET ANYWHERE ELSE

August 1, 2021

Heading back
to school
Students return to their classrooms this month.
See back-to-school supplement for details.

1.5 inches
high

Dominique Barksdale of Flossmoor
loves teaching, but the COVID-19 virus
stopped her second trip to China this
summer.
In summer 2019, she was selected as
one of eight American teachers for the
WOW Kids Creativity and Technology
Camp based in Shanghai. Barksdale focused on forensics.
She got to China a week ahead of the
six-week program to acclimate to the
culture. She remembers she was a person of interest to the Chinese not only
as a young Black woman, “but at the
time I had braids. The kids said they’d
never seen that!”
She taught in one-week segments.
Sessions were in two-hour blocks
morning and afternoon. There also
were special evening events, such as
movie nights and a murder mystery
night Barksdale organized that required students to look for clues to
solve the murder.
After a week, a new group of students
would be in the program. Although
the WOW camp is based in Shanghai,
Barksdale traveled to sessions in Xiamen and Shenzhen.
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Look for the school buses rolling through neighborhoods this month. After the abrupt end of school in March 2020 and remote learning last year, teachers will welcome students back to their classrooms in
a few weeks.
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Bond referendum from page 3
I first started running for the village
board four years ago. Now they are
and need to be addressed.”
Braun said he’s been telling residents for the past two years that a major referendum to repair infrastructure is needed, but that it would only
be possible after bonds used to build
Flossmoor’s new library are retired.
About $8 million in bonds for the
library were issued in 2002 following
a referendum. Once that debt is taken
off the books in early 2021, Flossmoor
will have the financial capacity to support the street repairs and storm sewer projects, Braun said.
State law allows municipalities to
issue general obligation bonds with
voter approval. Bonds are based on
a community’s good faith and credit, and are paid off by local taxes.
Flossmoor, which has repeatedly won
awards for its financial practices, has
an excellent credit rating and would
likely get an interest rate on the bonds
that is very favorable to the village.
Braun said that 80 to 90 percent of
the bonds from the November referendum would be a replacement for
the former library debt that is being
retired. He added that Flossmoor continues to be “very, very conservative”
about going into debt.
He also pointed out that residents

Virus delays Flossmoor woman’s trip to teach in China
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The Village of Flossmoor is leaning
toward pursuing a regional detention
approach to addressing flooding issues
related to the Flossmoor Road Viaduct
at Sterling Avenue, which would be the
cheaper of two options and is expected to
provide 10-year flood protection.
While no official vote was taken on the
matter, all but one member of the Flossmoor village board came to a consensus at
a Feb. 1 meeting to pursue regional detention near Heather Hill Elementary School,
rather than a more expensive north conveyance route.
The latter plan would have provided
100-year flood protection for both the viaduct and the center of the village’s downtown but could create more construction
concerns as well as the perception of pushing the problem down the road to another
neighborhood, according to a report from
Baxter & Woodman, the project’s design
engineer. The firm studied both the viaduct and an oft-flooded area in the Heather Hill neighborhood near Berry Lane.
Trustee James Mitros said he would
prefer to see Flossmoor planning for bigger weather events than the detention
plan allows.
“We know we have bigger issues than
a 10-year rain event,” Mitros said. “In
my lifetime, I’ve seen that (downtown)
civic center flood, and that bothers me.
… That’s kind of where my heart lies, in
terms of this project.”
“Significant flooding,” up to 7 feet in
depth, has left the viaduct under the Metra/CN railroad tracks “completely impassable not only to regular motorists but
emergency vehicles,” according to Matt
Moffitt of Baxter & Woodman.
The flooding has occurred for decades
but has increased in recent years along
with more plentiful rainfall, according to
a report by Public Works Director John
Brunke.
The north conveyance route preferred
by Mitros would provide 100-year protection at the viaduct and the civic center, as
well as 10-year protection for Berry Lane,
Moffitt said. But it is also more expensive,
estimated to cost $8.69 million versus
$7.24 million for regional detention.
Opting for the north conveyance plan
also would reduce funding opportunities,
Moffitt said. The village has a roughly
$1.5 million commitment from the Army
Corps of Engineers. Flossmoor also has
been awarded roughly $700,000 from the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
and Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency.

But Mayor Paul Braun noted MWRD
is not interested in the north conveyance
plan, so going that route could cost Flossmoor funding. Braun said he also did not
like the idea of pushing water to another
neighborhood. The north conveyance approach would discharge into Butterfield
Creek and also would involve heavy construction to Flossmoor Road, Moffitt said.
The regional detention alternative
would provide 10-year protection for
the viaduct, civic center and Berry Lane.
It would be less expensive and alleviate
concerns about shifting the problem to
another area. But during larger storms
the viaduct could prove to be impassable,
and there would be a risk of flooding at
the civic center. With this plan, the detention facility could be increased to provide
25-year protection for the civic center,
but again at an extra cost, estimated to be
roughly $1 million.
But most trustees said they want to pursue the regional detention plan, in part
because it leaves more of a recently approved $10 million bond sale — designed
to be split between flooding and road concerns — for road work, and it can be partly funded with outside money, leaving
more money for road repair.
“I’m leaning fairly strongly toward the
regional detention,” Trustee Perry Hoag
said. “It’s not a perfect solution. I don’t
think we’re going to have a perfect solution.”
Trustee Diane Williams added, “My
heart is with Jim, and my brain is with
Perry on this issue. I’m supportive of the
regional option.”
Trustee Joni Bradley-Scott similarly said
it is not a perfect plan for flooding, and she
would like to consider the 25-year option
for the civic center, but the village needs
to consider all projects with the money at
its disposal.
“The 10-year (plan) doesn’t check all of
the boxes, but it cumulatively puts us in
a better position than we’re in now,” she
said.
Trustee Brian Driscoll added, “I personally think to get the most out of our bond
money … the regional detention plan,
we’re getting a lot.”
The village has been discussing the project with Flossmoor School District 161 and
Homewood-Flossmoor Park District staff,
as some of the work required would be
on property those bodies own. Further
discussions with those boards must take
place before Flossmoor could move forward with the regional detention plan.
“We’re obviously talking about making
some improvements to properties we do
not own,” Village Manager Bridget Wachtel said. “We need to be sensitive to that.”
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